
Mormonism:  Its Core Beliefs in the Light of Scripture 
 

I. Doctrinal Authority 

 

A. The Scriptures:  Bible, BoM, D&C, PoGP 
 

B. The Prophets and apostles 

 

• Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but 

you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 

20 having been built upon the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, 21 in whom 

the whole building, being fitted together is growing into a holy 

temple in the Lord; 

 

• Revelation 21:12 It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and 

at the gates twelve angels; and names were written on them, which 

are those of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. . . . 14 And the 

wall of the city had twelve foundation stones, and on them were the 

twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

 

• Acts 1:20 "For it is written in the book of Psalms, 'LET HIS 

HOMESTEAD BE MADE DESOLATE, AND LET NO MAN 

DWELL IN IT'; and, 'HIS OFFICE LET ANOTHER MAN TAKE.' 

21 "It is therefore necessary that of the men who have accompanied 

us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us-- 22 

beginning with the baptism of John, until the day that He was taken 

up from us-- one of these should become a witness with us of His 

resurrection. " 

 

• John 16:12 "I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 

guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own 

initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose 

to you what is to come. 14 "He shall glorify Me; for He shall take of 

Mine, and shall disclose it to you. 15 "All things that the Father has 

are Mine; therefore I said, that He takes of Mine, and will disclose 

it to you. 
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• 1 Corinthians 10:6 Now these things happened as examples for us, 

that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. . . . 11 Now 

these things happened to them as an example, and they were written 

for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 

 

• Romans 15:3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is 

written, " THE REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED 

THEE FELL UPON ME." 4 For whatever was written in earlier 

times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and 

the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

 

C. Traditional Mormonism and “minimalist” Mormonism 

 

II. Pre-mortal Life 

 

A. Intelligence and matter 

 

B. The spirit world:  Our heavenly Father and Mother 

 

• Jeremiah 1:5 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And 

before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a 

prophet to the nations." 

 

• John 3:30 "He must increase, but I must decrease. 31 "He who 

comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the 

earth and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above 

all. 32 "What He has seen and heard, of that He bears witness; and 

no man receives His witness. 

 

• Romans 9:10 And not only this, but there was Rebekah also, when 

she had conceived twins by one man, our father Isaac; 11 for though 

the twins were not yet born, and had not done anything good or bad, 

in order that God's purpose according to His choice might stand, not 

because of works, but because of Him who calls, 

 

• Zechariah 12:1 The burden of the word of the LORD concerning 

Israel. Thus declares the LORD who stretches out the heavens, lays 

the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him, 

 



 3 

C. God and gods:  Two major views in Mormonism 

 

• King Follet Discourse, April 6, 1844: “We have imagined and 

supposed that God was God from all eternity, I will refute that idea, 

and will take away and do away the vail, so that you may see. . . . It 

is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a certainty the 

character of God and to know that we may converse with him as one 

man converses with another, and that he was once a man like us; 

yea, that God himself the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth the same 

as Jesus Christ himself did . . . . and you have got to learn how to be 

Gods yourselves, and to be kings and priests to God, the same as all 

Gods have done before you, -- namely, by going from one small 

degree to another, and from a small capacity to a great one, -- from 

grace to grace, from exaltation to exaltation, until you attain to the 

resurrection of the dead, and are able to dwell in everlasting 

burnings and to sit in glory, as do those who sit enthroned in 

everlasting power.” 

 

• Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 370, 373:  [there is] “a 

God above the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . . Hence if Jesus 

had a Father, can we not believe that he had a Father also?” 

 

• Deuteronomy 6:4 "Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD 

is one! 5 "And you shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

 

• Isaiah 43:10 "You are My witnesses," declares the LORD, "And My 

servant whom I have chosen, In order that you may know and 

believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no 

God formed, And there will be none after Me. 

 

• Deuteronomy 4:39 "Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 

that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; 

there is no other. 

 

• Isaiah 44:24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and the one who 

formed you from the womb, "I, the LORD, am the maker of all 

things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself, And spreading out the 

earth all alone, 
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• Jeremiah 10:11 Thus you shall say to them, "The gods that did not 

make the heavens and the earth shall perish from the earth and from 

under the heavens." 12 It is He who made the earth by His power, 

Who established the world by His wisdom; And by His 

understanding He has stretched out the heavens. 

 

III. Earth:  Creation out of chaos 

 

• Colossians 1:16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him. 17 And 

He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

 

• John 1:3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has come into being.  

 

• Romans 4:17 (as it is written, "A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE 

I MADE YOU") in the sight of Him whom he believed, even God, who 

gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist. 

 

A. Body essential for progression  

 

B. Adam fell upward  

 

C. Born according to merit 

 

D. The Church, the apostasy, and the restoration 

 

• 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will 

not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness 

is revealed, the son of destruction, 

 

• 1 Timothy 4:1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some 

will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and 

doctrines of demons, 

 

• Parables of the wheat and the tares; the mustard seed; the leaven and 

the loaf; the drag-net all in Matthew 13 



 5 

 

E. Salvation, priesthood, and temples 

 

• Matthew 22:28 "In the resurrection therefore whose wife of the 

seven shall she be? For they all had her." 29 But Jesus answered and 

said to them, "You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures, 

or the power of God. 30 "For in the resurrection they neither marry, 

nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 

 

IV. Between Death and the Resurrection  

 

A. Paradise and spirit prison 

 

• 1 Corinthians 15:29 Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized 

for the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why then are they 

baptized for them? 

 

• 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the 

unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to 

death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 19 in which also He 

went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 20 who 

once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the 

days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that 

is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water. 

 

• 1 Peter 4:5 but they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge 

the living and the dead. 6 For the gospel has for this purpose been 

preached even to those who are dead, that though they are judged in 

the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of 

God. 
 

• Luke 16:22 "Now it came about that the poor man died and he was 

carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man 

also died and was buried. 23 "And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, 

being in torment, and *saw Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his 

bosom. 24 "And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy 

on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in 

water and cool off my tongue; for I am in agony in this flame.' 25 

"But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your life you 

received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now 
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he is being comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 'And besides 

all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, in order 

that those who wish to come over from here to you may not be able, 

and that none may cross over from there to us.' 27 "And he said, 

'Then I beg you, Father, that you send him to my father's house-- 28 

for I have five brothers-- that he may warn them, lest they also come 

to this place of torment. ' 29 "But Abraham *said, 'They have Moses 

and the Prophets; let them hear them.' 30 "But he said, 'No, Father 

Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 

repent!' 31 "But he said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and 

the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from 

the dead.'" 

 

B. The millennium 

 

V. The Final Judgment 

 

A. The Three Heavens:  Godhood is the goal 

 

• 2 Corinthians 12:2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago-

- whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not 

know, God knows-- such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 

3 And I know how such a man-- whether in the body or apart from 

the body I do not know, God knows-- 4 was caught up into Paradise, 

and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to 

speak. 

 

• Nehemiah 9:6 "Thou alone art the LORD. Thou hast made the 

heavens, The heaven of heavens with all their host, The earth and all 

that is on it, 

 

• 2 Chronicles 6:18 "But will God indeed dwell with mankind on the 

earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee; 

how much less this house which I have built. 
 

B. The Second Death 

 

Conclusion 
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1. Emphasize the glory of the true God:  Mormons greatly diminish the glory 

of God are in violation of the 1st and 2nd commandments 

 

2. Speaking the truth love:   

 

2 Timothy 2:24 “And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, 

but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, 25 with gentleness 

correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 

repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 26 and they may come 

to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held 

captive by him to do his will.” 
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