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Setting The Scene and Context.  Beloved Brothers and Sisters, we are coming quickly to an end of our time together and there is still so much I have in the overflow of my heart to share with you.  I pray in these last two weeks I can tie up some loose ends as well as give you some thoughts to “chew” on for a season.   In these last two weeks I will introduce studying the Bible inductively to the class.  There are many ways to study the Bible, and there are more study aids available today then anytime in the history of Christianity.  But the most important thing you must remember is that you need to study it in a way that you will discover what it says, what it means, and how you apply it to your life.  

As a student formally instructed in the Inductive Method back in the dark ages, I can agree with what my instructor and their literature shared at the beginning of the class, “If you will study inductively, the benefits will be beyond anything you have ever hoped could happen in your own personal understanding of the Word of God.  As a result of incorporating the principles of Inductive Bible Study, you will
· Be equipped to study God’s Word on your own
· Be independent of relying only on another’s interpretation
· Increase your knowledge of God and His ways
· Be greatly strengthened in your personal faith
· Recognize the authority of the inerrant Word of God in your daily walk
· Become increasing aware of all that it means to be in Christ”

In the opening pages of Pete De Lacy’s, David’s and Kay Authur’s book intitled, How To Study Your Bible, we read these words, “If you long to know God, if you yearn for a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ, if you want to live the Christian life faithfully and know what God requires of you, you must do more than merely read the Bible and study what someone else has said about it. You must interact with God’s Word personally, absorbing its message and letting God engrave His truth on your heart and mind and life. That is the very heart of inductive study: seeing truth for yourself, discerning what it means, and applying that truth to your life.”  A constant thread I’ve pulled through these five lessons we shared together is that our Heavenly Father wants to bring us into intimacy with Himself.  But, unless we choose to hear His voice through His Word by reading it ourselves to find out what the Word says, what It means and how we apply It to transform our lives into the image of Christ, that will not occur.  One of the ways to do this is through the inductive study process.  Simply stated, “Inductive Bible study draws you into personal interaction with the Scripture and thus with the God of the Scriptures so that your beliefs are based on a prayerful understanding and legitimate interpretation of Scripture—truth that transforms you when you live by it”.   

Teaching Period Goals and Outline for classes 11 and 12
[image: The best free Pointing silhouette images. Download from 152 free ...] Inductive Bible Study Overview (CLS 11)
Preparation For I Thess. Observation Worksheet Completion (CLS 11)
Practical Exercise: Completing I Thess. OWS (CLS 12)

Final Exhortations and Encouragements (CLS 12) 
Goal:  That God might grant you a vision of what He can do in your life through inductive Bible study connected to meditation with a resulting godliness and conformation into the image of our Lord.
In such a short time I can only introduce you to Inductive Bible Study (IDS).  Two books I recommend are How To Study Your Bible: Discover The Life-Changing Approach To God’s Word, by Kay Arthur, David Arthur, Pete DeLacy; and Living By The Book: The Art and Science Of Reading The Bible (Revised and Updated), by Howard G. Hendricks, William D. Hendricks.  Using the Search Function on your computer, type in the word “inductive bible study” or “preceptaustin” and the flood gates of information on IDS will open.  See below.

[image: ][image: How to Study Your Bible: Discover the Life-Changing Approach to God's Word]https://www.preceptaustin.org/ This is a resource that is absolutely a blessing if used correctly.  It literally has everything a student of the Word would like to have at their fingertips.  But if you become addicted to this site and its resources you will find yourself rarely opening up your Bible and discovering truth for yourself.  You will also impact the development of your relationship with God because you will be seeking all your answers from others not directly from you Father.  I love this site and use it in my studies, but I try to use it judiciously. 











How to Study Your Bible: Discover the Life-Changing Approach to God's Word Paperback – January 1, 2014by Kay Arthur (Author), David Arthur (Author), & 1 more
Living By the Book Workbook: The Art and Science of Reading the Bible Paperback – Illustrated, February 1, 2007
by Howard G. Hendricks (Author), William D. Hendricks (Author)







INTRODUCTION.
(SLD 3) “In order to understand the Bible, you must read it.” This is an axiom that we both firmly believe. A secondary principle to which we both hold is, “If you didn’t understand it the first time, read it again.” More than anything else, the understanding of the Bible requires reading it, and then reading it some more. For many generations, committed believers held to the principle of the clarity of Scripture. Among other things, this simply means that if followers of Jesus the Messiah read the Bible, they can understand it. Nevertheless, there are some qualifications for this general principle:

· Understanding the Bible requires effort—we need to work at studying the Scriptures.
· Understanding the Bible will take time—we won’t get it all immediately.
· Understanding the Bible requires that the Holy Spirit open our hearts and minds to the Scriptures.
· Understanding the Bible will happen only if we are willing to obey it.
· Understanding the Bible will never be complete—we can always learn more.

(SLD 4) Instead of studying resources about the Bible, inductive study focuses first upon the Bible. You need to be willing to lay aside your preconceived notions, pet interpretations, ready references, study notes, sermon tapes, etc., coming to the Scriptures as for the first time. Your primary resource is God's Word, then other secondary resources.

The tendency for many Bible students at the beginning of a study is to rally secondary resources that will do the "observing" and "interpreting" for the reader. It's quick but is it correct? How can you know if you don't make your own independent observations and arrive at your own interpretation based on those observations? And why even go to the Scriptures if you almost immediately forget what you've just read?

(SLD 5)  Research show that we learn more and retain more, the more actively we are involved in the learning process.

(SLD 6)  OBSERVATION, Interpretation, And Application Lead To Transformation.  This Is The Goal Of Our Study Of The Word Of God.  Through It We Are Changed From Glory To Glory Into The Image Of The Lord Jesus Christ.

(SLD 7) INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY (IBS): IS IT BIBLICAL
In the book of Acts we encounter a group of saints often referred to as the "Bereans" who seem to approach the Scriptures with an inductive mindset. The Bereans were open to the Truth, but as any good inductive student would do, they searched the scrolls for themselves which may explain why Dr. Luke referred to them as noble-minded.For the Bereans, God's Spirit along with God's Word was their final "judge" which enabled them to assess the authenticity and accuracy of Paul's "commentary" on the Scriptures! As good Inductive Bible Students the primary goal of the Bereans was to know what "saith the LORD", a goal they achieved by practicing the art and skill of careful observation which led to accurate interpretation.

 This Greek word (eugenes, Strong's # 2104 from eu = good, well + génos = race, family) can mean "of noble birth", but in context conveys the idea that these men and women were open-minded, unbiased and characterized by a willingness to learn and evaluate something fairly.  This is the attitude we should have as we begin to explore a passage inductively. The moment we come to a passage and say "I know what this one means", we are in "trouble".

(SLD 8) Although the Berean approach is not specifically called "inductive Bible study", I think you will come to agree that their approach to the Scriptures closely parallels the inductive method as you understand it better.

(SLD 9) INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY CALLS FOR CONTINUAL DEPENDENCE ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

The key to inductive Bible Study is the understanding and acceptance that the Bible is our primary Source and the Holy Spirit our Primary Teacher. This is an amazing truth – God Himself wants to be our Teacher, John teaches that His Spirit abides in us in order that we might be enable to distinguish truth from error: “And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him (in context referring to the Holy Spirit) abides in you, and you have no need to have anyone teach you; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.” I John 2:27    (SLD 10) Maclaren and Piper Quotes

(SLS 11) Paul instructed Timothy "Consider (fix your mind upon, ask 5W/H questions, reflect on) what I say, for the Lord (Your Teacher the Spirit) will give you understanding in everything." (2Ti 2:7) Our responsibility is to "Consider." The Spirit's gracious provision is to grant us "understanding."

THE BENEFITS OF INDUCTIVE STUDY

(SLD 12) (1) You will learn how to carefully observe the Scriptures and in so doing you will be enabled to "rightly divide the Word of Truth" (2Ti 2:15) and you be equipped to accurately interpret God's Word on your own. 

(2) You will no longer be dependent on commentaries, devotionals, pastor's sermons, conferences, etc. Please do not misunderstand. Believers should sit under a godly teacher of the Word, but this should be a stimulus, not a substitute for getting into the book for ourselves!

(3) When you encounter differences between interpretations in commentaries, which you frequently will, IBS enables you to discern which comment represents the most accurate interpretation.

(4) You will increase in the knowledge of God and His ways, growing "in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." (2Pe 3:18)

(SLD 13) (5) Your personal faith will be greatly strengthened for "faith comes from hearing and hearing by the word of Christ." (Ro 10:17)

(6) You will become increasingly aware of what it means to be "in Christ" and to "be holy for I am holy" (Lev 11:44; 1Pe 1:16) for Jesus prayed "Sanctify them (His disciples) in the Truth. Thy Word is Truth." (Jn 17:17) The NLT paraphrases it "Make them pure and holy by teaching them Your words of truth."

(SLD 14) (7) You will develop an increasing assurance that you are believing not what someone else teaches but what the God's Word truly teaches. And since we behave on the basis of what we believe, we can be certain that we are "walking (living) in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Col.1:10).

(8) You will learn a method of independent Bible study that can be passed on to others who in turn can go out and teach others. (2Ti 2:2).

(SLD 15) FEEDBACK FROM CLASS
(SLD 16) Two Prerequisites for Inductive Bible Study

Willingness to slow down
Desire to carefully observe what the passage is saying


(SLD 17) INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY – THE “IN’s” and “OUTs”

[image: ]

(SLD18)


















(SLD 19) HOW OBSERVATION, INTERPRETATION, AND APPLICATION RELATE TO EACH OTHER
[image: ]
Accurate interpretation and correct application rest on the accuracy of your observations. Therefore, it is vital that you develop observation skills, even if at first, they seem time-consuming or you feel less than adequate and even awkward doing them. Studying inductively is a learning process that does not happen overnight.  It happens by doing over and over again until the doing becomes almost a habit, and a wonderful one at that.

As you go through the inductive process, you'll sometimes find observation, interpretation, and application happening simultaneously. God can give you insight at any point in your study, so be sensitive to His leading. When words or passages make an impression on you, stop for a moment and meditate on what God has shown you. Bring the plumb line of truth against what you believe and how you are living.

(SLD 20)  “If you will maintain a prayerful, teachable spirit as you do you observations, you will find that the Holy Spirit will use all of this to speak to you and to reveal to you precious treasures of truth.”


(SLD 21) OBSERVATION ANSWERS THE QUESTION: WHAT DOES THE PASSAGE SAY?

Robert Traina rightly concludes that the goal of observation "is to enable one to become saturated with (filled completely with so that it permeates or pervades one's entire being) the particulars of a passage so that one is thoroughly conscious of the (object being observed).

Because observation is discovering what the passage is saying, it requires time and practice. You’ll discover the more you read the more you will discover, and truths will become more discoverable and understandable.

It is the foundation which must be laid if you want to accurately interpret and properly apply God’s Word.

(SLD 22) OVERVIEW OF THE PROCESS: OBSERVING THE TEXT

· 01 Begin with Prayer. Prayer is often the missing element in Bible study, and we can’t overemphasize its importance. No matter how good your method or your tools, life-change and true understanding only come from God. 

· 02 Ask the “5 W’s and an H”.  As you study any passage of Scripture, train yourself to constantly ask: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? These questions are the building blocks of precise observation, which is essential for accurate interpretation. 

· 03 Mark key words and phrases. A key word is one that is essential to the text. Key words and phrases are repeated in order to convey the author’s point or purpose for writing. Key words can be marked using symbols, colors, or a combination of the two. 

· 04 Make lists.  Making lists can be one of the most enlightening things you do as you study. Lists reveal truths and highlight important concepts. 1 Peter 5:2,3, for example, contains a simple list regarding the role of the elder, shown by numbering the items in the text. It is also helpful to make a list of what you learn about each key word or person you mark.

· 05 Watch for contrasts and comparisons. Contrasts and comparisons use highly descriptive language to make it easier to remember what you’ve learned. For example, Peter compares the devil to a roaring lion in verse 8. Peter also contrasts God’s attitude toward the proud and the humble.

· 06 Note expressions of time. The relationship of events in time often sheds light on the true meaning of the text. Marking them will help you see the sequence or timing of events and lead to accurate interpretation of Scripture.

· 07 Geographic Locations. Often, it’s helpful to mark geographical locations, which tell you where an event takes place. 

· 08 Mark terms of conclusion. Words such as “therefore,” “thus,” and “for this reason” indicate that a conclusion or summary is being made. 

· 09 Identify chapter themes. The theme of a chapter will center on the main person, event, teaching, or subject of that section of Scripture. Themes are often revealed by reviewing the key words and lists you developed. Try to express the theme as briefly as possible, using words found in the text. 
                

(SLD 23) 01 Begin with prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to guide your study – without the presence of the Holy Spirit’s anointing expect things to remain out of focus.
[image: ]Go to the Author of the Book before you go to the Book.
[bookmark: _Hlk159425040](SLD 24)

(SLD 25) As you seek to establish the context of the chapter or book, continually reading with a "marking, interrogating mindset", you will find yourself engaging more and more in active (versus passive) reading. Active reading not only stimulates your thinking and interaction with the text, it also slows you down. Active reading engages you in conversation with the Author. In a sense, by reading actively you are practicing the essence of the all but lost art of meditation on the Scriptures. Yes, marking and interrogating will slow you down somewhat, but you will gain so much more from the passage than if you had simply read through it in obedience to your "read through the Bible in a year" schedule.

(SLD 26)
[image: ]
(SLD 27) LEARNING TO INTERROGATE THE SCRIPTURE WITH THE 5W/H QUESTIONS 
YIELDS A NUMBER OF DIVIDENDS SUCH AS….

· It will force you to slow down and will "counteract" the tendency to "speed read" the Bible. This travesty is especially common when one falls behind schedule on their "Through the Bible in a Year" reading program! It is better to let one verse "read you" then to read a hundred verses that you cannot recall. Beloved, God's desire is that His book be our real time instruction manual for living, whether we are at home, at school or at work!

· It will engage your heart and mind with the text (and especially the Author of the text), forcing you to read actively, more like an "explorer," rather than passively like a "tourist". The old adage "Stop and smell the roses" surely applies to acquisitively taking in the beauty of all of our Father's "good words" (Joshua 23:14, 21:45)

· It will create a "meditative mindset", as you pause and ponder the passages, chewing them like a cow chews cud, mulling them over in your mind, constantly seeking to ask the probing 5W/H questions. You will begin to gain insights into the Scriptures that you simply could not have been gleaned from a superficial, passive, unengaged reading of the Holy Word. You will begin to experience the joy of self-discovery as your Teacher, the Spirit, illuminates and applies God's Truth to your life. In a very real sense, you will be learning how to meditate on the Holy Scriptures, a discipline which God promises to greatly bless.

Notes:
[image: ](SLD 28) [image: ]
      

03 MARK KEY WORDS/PHRASES (SLD 29 AND 30)

· Like keys, these helps unlock the meaning of a passage, paragraph, chapter or book. 
· Usually identified by repetition but not always 
· Key Words are vital to understanding the passage & cannot be removed w/o affecting meaning

· May include pronouns, synonyms, closely related phrases (i.e., judge, judgment, judging.)


· God, Jesus, Spirit – always keywords.
· Remember to ask the 5W&H for each key word or phrase.
· Mark key words in a distinctive way – using symbols, colors, make them easily to remember

Keys are ALWAYS ESSENTIAL…just think about a time you locked yourself out of your car… you couldn't get very far. By same token you can't get far in understanding the meaning of the text without an understanding of and ability to recognize KEY WORDS.



(SLD 31)
[image: ]


[image: ]Work Space: Discovering Other Key Words [Slides 32 (God), 33 (Jesus), 34(Holy Spirit), 35 (Trinity)] includes lists

[image: ](SLD 36)

[image: ]
(SLD 37) Recipients List (SLD 38) Paul’s List


[image: ](SLD 40)(SLD 39)

[image: ]
[image: ](SLD 41)



(SLD 42) HINGE WORDS.

These "connecting words are also referred to as "hinge words," because like hinges are necessary for a door to open properly, so too these words when properly understood can "open doors: to your understanding of the Scriptures. 

Small words, big blessings! Connecting words (conjunctions) join clauses, passages, paragraphs and chapters, linking the writer's train of thought into a cohesive unit. Someone has said that "conjunctions are important gap-fillers, the cartilage at the joints of speech." These small but vital connectors include words and phrases such as therefore, for, because, since, as a result, so, so that, at that time, then, now, when, for this reason, etc. Although these connecting words/phrases are common, it is probably because they are so common that they are easy to overlook. However, once your eye is trained to recognize them, they function like "keys" which serve to unlock and shed light on the meaning of a passage, paragraph or chapter.

Proper utilization of most of these connecting words will force you to examine the context, which is always valuable to enhance the accuracy of one's interpretation! I would be so bold as to say that if you learned to observe and interrogate even just one term (e.g., the conjunction "for"), it would radically change the way you read ALL of God's Word (because there are over 9000 uses of for throughout the Bible)!

One other conjunction that we frequently overlook is the word "and." And is used as a function word to connect 2 or more terms or phrases. And can be used as a coordinating conjunction; expressing two elements to be taken together or in addition to each other. "And is a connective. The minute a speaker says and, he has to keep talking because and connects something that has gone before with something that is coming." (McGee). 

[image: ]


[image: ](SLD 43) A Sample Example of “Hinge Words” Notated While Completing OWS 


06 NOTE EXPRESSION OF TIME (SLD 44) 

The relationship of events in time often sheds light on the true meaning of the text. Marking them will help you see the sequence or timing of events and lead to accurate interpretation of Scripture.

· [image: http://www.isp-billing.com/clock%20approaching%20midnight%20.gif]Look for words like "then", "after this", "until", "when", "soon", "now"
Expressions of time identify timing or sequence of events
· Of the "5W's & H" questions, time expressions answer "When?“
· Mark significant time phrases in your margin with circle or clock face
· Observe what you learn "When" something occurs 
· Ps 73:15 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end
07 Geographic Locations.  (SLD 45)
Often, it’s helpful to mark geographical locations, which tell you where an event takes place. 

8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say anything.

Notes:





[image: ]SLD 46

SLD 47

[image: ]


SLD-46 I Thess. Completed OWS

SLD-47 Doctrine Identine Identification in I Thess.



[image: ]                        (SLD 48) A week from now you can pick up the Observation Worksheet and you can quickly recall what this chapter is about. An additional advantage of the inductive approach to Bible Study is that you will find yourself remembering whole passages of Scripture. How many times have you read chapter 1 in this simple study? About 5 - You "interviewed" this chapter with questions and then listed out your observations and summarized these findings in a short memorable phrase such as "The Gospel came, was received and was sent forth" A week from now you will remember the main thrust of 1Thessalonians 1. Now just think if you went through all 5 chapters with a similar inductive approach. A Possibility.



(SLD 49)[image: ]
     Notes:














(SLD 50) SELECT WORDS FOR YOU TO EXAMINE AS YOU REREAD THE VERSES THEY ARE IN
V.4 Knowing (1492) (as we do the genuineness of your election)(eido/oida) is the idea of perceiving or seeing and in the perfect tense speaks of the permanence (assurance) of Paul's (and Silas and Timothy's) knowing that the saints at Thessalonica were genuine believers. The Thessalonians response to the preaching of the Gospel by Paul, et. al, constituted indisputable proof of their salvation. Thus Paul, et. al, know that the Thessalonian believers are among the elect of God because of the unmistakable signs of new life, as elaborated on in 1 Th 1:5-9.. This knowledge enhances Paul's sense of thanksgiving to God. As someone has said Paul's knowing came from the Thessalonians doing as the Thessalonians brought forth with the fruit of true repentance. v.4 Beloved (25) (agapao) is an active love given independent of whether the recipient's deserve it and a love which seeks their best interest. The verb is perfect tense (speaks of the permanent, enduring and unchangeable nature of God's love) and passive voice (indicating that the believer is the "passive" recipient of God's unchangeable love). Note that God choice of us begins with God's love for us. It is in the cross that we see the love of God displayed. 
V.4 Has chosen you/Choice of you (1589) (literally "your election") (ekloge from eklegomai) refers to a believer's election by God. The Thessalonian believers were the elect, chosen of God solely by His sovereign, loving purpose, apart from any human merit or wisdom. God in eternity past sovereignly chose them (as well as all believers) for salvation, drawing them to Himself in time, by the work of the Holy Spirit. The root word (eklegomai) is used twice by Jesus who addressed His disciples informing them that "You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you."
(SLD 51) V.5 For (1063) (gar) is a subordinating conjunction expressing cause or explanation and thus introduces an explanation. In simple terms for is a term of explanation and its occurrence should always prompt one to pause and ponder the text and context, asking what the author is explaining, how does he explain it, etc. While not every "for" in the Bible is a term of explanation, most are and since there are over 7500 uses of for (NAS), you will have ample opportunity to observe and interrogate the text.
In this context for begins Paul's explanation of how he could state with such confidence and assurance that the Thessalonians were in fact "chosen" (elect) (1Th 1:4-note). Paul emphasizes that there is an intimate relationship between the doctrine of the choosing ("election") and the necessary proclamation of the Gospel. He elaborates in subsequent passages on the Gospel's transformative effect in the lives of these chosen saints. The elect received the preached Word and practiced the Word which served as evidence that they were of the elect. Remember, beloved, as you practice this discipline of pausing to ponder, you are establishing the context (which leads to more accurate interpretation and thus more apropos application) and you are in effect engaging in the blessed activity of Biblical Meditation 
V.5 but also in power -  "In" is the locative of sphere, which Wuest translates "in the sphere of power." Note that Paul uses a strong contrasting but (alla) to emphasize the three positive features of the preaching. Words were used, but the message they conveyed came "also in power, in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction." Each successive term is needed to give the whole picture.
V.5 And in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction - "In" is the locative of sphere, the "atmosphere" of the Holy Spirit. Hiebert comments on the Holy Spirit Who is "named between the "power" and the "conviction," … (and) was the agent Who empowered the message and worked the assurance in the messengers. The messengers worked in a Spirit‑wrought conviction and certainty as to the validity of their message and had unshaken confidence in its ultimate triumph.
V.5 Conviction (assurance) (4136) (plerophoria from pleres = full+ phero = bear or carry) is literally "complete carrying" and here indicates entire confidence or full assurance, indicating that one has a stronger assurance than the sense conveyed by the word "certainty" by itself. 

Notes:







(SLD 52) INTERPRETATION ANSWERS THE QUESTION:  WHAT DOES THE PASSAGE MEAN?

Interpretation is the process of discovering what the passage means.  As you carefully observe Scripture, the meaning will become apparent.  However, if you rush into interpretation without laying the foundation of an accurate observation, your understanding will be shaded by what you think, or feel, or what others have written or said – not what God says. Interpretation can also involve separate actions or steps that go beyond observing the immediate text. FIRST AND FOREMOST, LET SCRIPTURE INTERPRET SCRIPTURE.  You may also use other helps to check your conclusions or to supplement your understanding of the historical or cultural setting of the text.Interpretation flows out of observation!



(SLDS 53 and 54) BASIC PRINCIPLES OF BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION

· PRINCIPLE: PRAYER.  Read the Scriptures prayerfully, open to communication either direction (to Him or from Him) at any and all times during your inductive study.

· PRINCIPLE: OBSERVE WITH A PURPOSE. Practice reading the Scriptures actively (not passively), repeatedly, interrogatively, acquisitively and purposefully.

· PRINCIPLE: KEEP CONTEXT KING.  Context always rules in interpretation, whether you are studying a single word, one verse or a larger section of Scripture. Always check to see who the "neighbors" are! In simple terms, context is that which goes with the text, the "neighbors" so to speak -- that which comes before and after.

· PRINCIPLE: READ SCRIPTURE – LITERALLY IF POSSIBLE.  If the plain sense of the Scripture you are studying makes good sense, then do not seek to make some other sense out of it or the final interpretation could be complete nonsense and totally unrelated to God's intending meaning. Take every word in its primary, ordinary, usual, literal meaning unless the facts of the immediate context, studied in the light of related passages and self-evident and fundamental truths, indicate clearly otherwise.

· PRINCIPLE: COMPARE SCRIPTURE WITH SCRIPTURE.  Interpret Scripture with Scripture and don't base your convictions on an obscure passage which cannot be supported by other more easily interpreted texts. Clear up problem areas with the clear teaching of other passages relating to the same subject.

(SLDS 55 and 56) WHILE OBSERVATION LEADS TO AN ACCURATE UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT THE WORD OF GOD SAYS, INTERPRETATION GOES A STEP FURTHER AND HELPS YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANS. AS YOU SEEK TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE ACCURATELY, THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES WILL BE HELPFUL:

· REMEMBER THAT CONTEXT RULES. If you lay the solid foundation of observation, you will be prepared to consider each verse in the light of the surrounding verses, the book in which it is found, and the entire Word of God. As you study, ask yourself: Is my interpretation of this passage of Scripture consistent with the theme, purpose, and structure of the book in which it is found? Is it consistent with other Scripture about the same subject? Am I considering the historic and cultural context? Never take a Scripture out of its context to make it say what you want it to say. Discover what the author is saying; don’t add to his meaning. 

· ALWAYS SEEK THE FULL COUNSEL OF THE WORD OF GOD. When you know God’s Word thoroughly, you will not accept a teaching simply because someone has used one or two isolated verses to support it. You will be able to discern whether a teaching is biblical or not. Saturate yourself in the Word of God; it is your safeguard against wrong doctrine. 

· REMEMBER THAT SCRIPTURE WILL NEVER CONTRADICT SCRIPTURE. Remember, all Scripture is inspired by God. Therefore, Scripture will never contradict itself. Sometimes, however, you may find it difficult to reconcile two seemingly contradictory truths taught in Scripture, such as the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man. Don’t take a teaching to an extreme that God doesn’t. Simply humble your heart in faith and believe what God says, even if you can’t fully understand or reconcile it at the moment.

· DON’T BASE YOUR CONVICTIONS ON AN OBSCURE PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE. An obscure passage is one in which the meaning is unclear or not easily understood. Because these passages are difficult to understand even when proper principles of interpretation are used, they should not be used as a basis for establishing doctrine. Interpret Scripture literally. 

· GOD SPOKE TO US THAT WE MIGHT KNOW TRUTH. THEREFORE, TAKE THE WORD OF GOD AT FACE VALUE—in its natural, normal sense. Look first for the clear teaching of Scripture, not a hidden meaning. Understand and recognize figures of speech and interpret them accordingly. Consider what is being said in the light of its literary style. For example, you will find more similes and metaphors in poetical and prophetic literature than in historical or biographical books. Interpret portions of Scripture according to their literary style. Some literary styles in the Bible are: Historical—Acts, Exodus; Prophetic—Revelation, Isaiah; Biographical—Luke; Didactic (teaching)—Romans; Poetic—Psalms; Epistle (letter)—2 Timothy; Proverbial—Proverbs Look for the single meaning of the passage.  

· ALWAYS TRY TO UNDERSTAND WHAT THE AUTHOR HAD IN MIND WHEN YOU INTERPRET A PORTION OF THE BIBLE. Don’t twist verses to support a meaning that is not clearly taught. Unless the author of a particular book indicates that there is another meaning to what he says, let the passage speak for itself

(SLD 57) CONTEXT UNVEILED: ONE OR TWO MORE WORDS ON CONTEXT

· Context is the environment in which something lives.
· Context is the text that comes before and after the Biblical text we are studying. 
· Any time we break into the middle of a passage, we always need to examine its context. 
· Always remember that context is king in the realm of Biblical interpretation.
· A Biblical text taken out of context can be a dangerous pretext (= an excuse given to hide real reason for doing something). 
· Every major cult is built upon a violation of this basic principle of interpreting Scripture in context.

(SLD 58) APPLICATION ANSWERS THE QUESTION:  HOW DOES THE MEANING (TRUTH) OF THIS PASSAGE APPLY TO ME? 

Once you know what a passage means, you are not only responsible for putting it into practice in your own life, but accountable if you don’t.  Ultimately, then the goal of personal Bible study is a transformed life, and a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ. In Bible study, application is putting truth you've discovered (through observation and interpretation) to use in your life with the ultimate goal of transformation or life change. Bible study is meant not merely to inform but to transform and renew our mind. How does the truth of this passage apply to my life? Note that the question is not "Is this truth relevant to my life?" The truth of God's Word is always relevant to our life. The more honest question is "Am I ready and willing to believe this truth and to apply it in my life?"Righteousness in simple terms is whatever God says is right on any subject. The goal is that we live holy, in conformity to God's will in thought, purpose and action and that in so doing we are made adequate and equipped for every good ("God") work, which represents only those works He initiates and empowers. 
We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Application brings us into this sphere of abundant life in the Spirit.


(SLD 59) The basis for application is 2 Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable (useful, advantageous, helpful,) for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Teaching shows us what is right. Like a compass, the Bible always points you in the right direction.    (Dt 28:13, 14, Joshua 1:7, 8, 9)

Reproof shows us where we are wrong. When we look into the mirror of God's Word, we see ourselves more clearly. (James 1:23, 24, 25+)

(SLD 60) Correction shows us how to get right.
Training in righteousness develops discipline to live right.
[image: She Shall Remain Nameless: On Unnamed Female Narrators]APPLICATION ANSWERS THE QUESTION:  HOW DOES THE MEANING (TRUTH)
OF THIS PASSAGE APPLY TO ME? 

Take some of the things you have observed and turn them into questions. Examples: 

· HAVE I RECEIVED THE GOSPEL SO AS TO TURN and SERVE GOD?
Jesus died on the Cross for your sins and He was raised. If He had not been raised you would not be justified… you'd have no hope. Have you received the gospel as shown by your turn from idols to serve the living & true God (by genuine repentance)?

· AM I PRESENTING THE GOSPEL WORD, IN POWER, IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, WITH FULL CONVICTION, & BY EXAMPLE - with a lifestyle that others should imitate… one like Christ?

· AM I SOUNDING FORTH THE GOSPEL IN EVERY PLACE THAT I GO?

· IS MY EARNEST EXPECTATION (YOUR STEADFAST HOPE) OF JESUS' RETURN AFFECTING THE WAY I LIVE TODAY? Think back on this last week… did you live each day as if it might be the day the Lord might return?

· DO I HAVE A WORK OF FAITH, A LABOR OF LOVE & A STEADFASTNESS OF HOPE THAT IS OBVIOUS TO THOSE AROUND ME WHETHER THER ARE BELIEVERS OR UNBELIEVERS?

  
  (SLD 61)
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(SLD 62) FINAL WORD ON APPLICATION

Application The first step in application is to find out what the Word of God says on any particular subject through accurate observation and correct interpretation of the text. Once you understand what the Word of God teaches, you are then obligated before God to accept that truth and to live by it. Scripture will always teach what is right, show us where we are wrong, how to correct, and train us in right living; so that we are complete, fully equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
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  (SLD 64) 




































Brothers and Sisters, my prayers will remain with you as you consider the biblical truths we shared with each other over these five sessions; not quite 300 minutes.  There is so much more I wish we could have discussed with each other, but perhaps in the days ahead we will have greater opportunities to share time together talking about spiritual things. I both encourage and exhort you to consider investing in communing with God through meditation and an inductive bible methodology approach to studying the Word.  Don’t put it off.  Make them habits of grace that serve to truly transform you. Pray for me as I continue to seek the Holy Spirit’s assistance and guidance in my pursuit of godliness and Christlikeness.  In this season of my life God is faithful to remind me of my shortcomings and greater need for both His grace and mercy flowing through my heart, mind and soul.  He indeed is most kind, as were each of you as you supported me as a first-time teacher at GRBC.  I know your prayers and thoughts strengthened and encouraged me.  God bless you. If you have any questioning, please don’t have any reservations about contacting me.  Our home on Rogers Road is always open.  I will miss our class time together.  
R. Vandiver



[image: ]
(SLD 65)





HOMEWORK

Read The Following:

TWO PREREQUISITES - For Productive Inductive Bible Study
(1) Willingness to slow down
(2) Desire to carefully observe what the passage is literally saying unbiased by prior experience

Martin Luther whom God used to return His church to a Sola Scriptura approach (only the Scriptures) which birthed the Reformation, described what in essence is an inductive approach to Bible study when he said...

I study my Bible as I gather apples. First, I shake the whole tree that the ripest might fall. Then I shake each limb, and when I have shaken each limb, I shake each branch and every twig. Then I look under every leaf. I shake the Bible as a whole, like shaking the whole tree (~ Context). Then I shake every limb—study book after book (~ Overview of Book). Then I shake every branch, giving attention to the chapters when they do not break the sense (~ Observation of Chapters). Then I shake every twig, or a careful study of the paragraphs and sentences and words and their meanings (~Greek/Hebrew Word Studies)." (What word did Luther use to indicate progression in his approach? How many times? Train yourself to observe for "hinge words" like "then," for this will radically alter the way you read the Bible!)

Inductive Bible Study consists of three steps; Observation, Interpretation and Application
Observation describes the act of taking notice, fixing the mind upon, beholding with attention and as used in science includes the idea of making and recording one's findings, a skill certainly applicable to fruitful inductive study of the Scriptures. Observation is not just seeing but perceiving what one sees, so that one becomes mentally aware of what one observes. 

Using the information identified in RED below by an * (i.e. key words, lists, etc.) complete the action specified on the I Thess Observation Worksheet on Page 16 of the Handout.  Page 15 is an example of what you are to complete (I Peter 5).
*Begin with Prayer Prayer is often the missing element in Bible study, and it can’t be overemphasize its importance. No matter how good your method or your tools, life-change and true understanding only come from God.
 Ask the “5 W’s and an H” As you study any passage of Scripture, train yourself to constantly ask: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? These questions are the building blocks of precise observation, which is essential for accurate interpretation. 
*Mark key words and phrases (see figure on page 14) A key word is one that is essential to the text. Key words and phrases are repeated in order to convey the author’s point or purpose for writing. For example, notice that some form of the word suffering is used three times in 1 Peter 5. Key words can be marked using symbols, colors, or a combination of the two. 
*Make lists Making lists can be one of the most enlightening things you do as you study. Lists reveal truths and highlight important concepts. 1 Peter 5:2,3, for example, contains a simple list regarding the role of the elder, shown by numbering the items in the text. It is also helpful to make a list of what you learn about each key word or person you mark. 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09 
*Watch for contrasts and comparisons Contrasts and comparisons use highly descriptive language to make it easier to remember what you’ve learned. For example, Peter compares the devil to a roaring lion in verse 8. Peter also contrasts God’s attitude toward the proud and the humble. Circle each being compared or contrasted and connect with a line.
*Note expressions of time The relationship of events in time often sheds light on the true meaning of the text. Marking them will help you see the sequence or timing of events and lead to accurate interpretation of Scripture. Use a clock as your symbol or just the two arrows.
*Geographic Locations Often it’s helpful to mark geographical locations, which tell you where an event takes place. 
*Mark terms of conclusion Words such as “therefore,” “thus,” and “for this reason” indicate that a conclusion or summary is being made. Highlight them with a color pencil, i.e. red for therefore.
*Identify chapter themes The theme of a chapter will center on the main person, event, teaching, or subject of that section of Scripture. Themes are often revealed by reviewing the key words and lists you developed. Try to express the theme as briefly as possible, using words found in the text.

MARK THE TEXT:
MARKING KEY WORDS
 
Mark each "key word" in a distinctive way, using symbols and/or color coding. Once you determine a symbol for the key word or phrase, it will be helpful to use this marking system throughout your Bible to facilitate quick recognition.
Remember that although God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are always key words, they may occur many times in a given chapter or paragraph. In these situations, you may elect not to mark every occurrence lest you end up with so many marks that you can barely read the actual Scriptures! Use common sense about when to mark and when not to mark.
Don't try to identify, mark and interrogate every "key word" in the first reading of a paragraph, chapter or book. A recommended approach is to read through a section marking and interrogating a single key word. Then read through the same chapter again and mark another key word.  

 
GO TO NEXT PAGE




























I Thessalonians Chapter 1 – NASB 95
TITLE_____________________________________________

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;
3 constantly keeping in mind your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,
4 knowing, brothers and sisters, beloved by God, His choice of you;
5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sakes.
6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit,
7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.
8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say anything.
9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,
10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come.
2
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INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY

ﬁRAY ) STEP
Always start with prayer.
Ask the Holy Spirit to 01
guide you as you read the
gt OBSERVATION
WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY?
§ > STEP * Answer who, what, when,
where, why & how
(0] 02 « Make note of keywords
» List what you find out
INTERPRETATION

WHAT DOES THE TEXT

MEAN?
« Always read verses in context STEP . '
« Consider cross references 0 3 .—’

« Use Scripture to interpret
Scripture
« Look for the singlular meaning APPLICATION
HOW SHOULD THIS AFFECT ME?.
« Should be anchored in the
STEP meaning
0 « Will vary person to person
+ What does the text teach?
+ What is God's instruction for me?

TRANSFORMATION
STEP

Our ultimate goal is to be
transformed into a child of God.,
more Christ-like than yesterday.
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Observation: See exactly what the Bible says
*Begin with prayer
*Ask ‘who, what, when, where, why and how?’ questions as you read
*Mark keywords and phrases
eList what you have marked
*Look out for and mark expressions of time and locations, terms of conclusion, contrasts and
comparisons

While observation leads to an accurate understanding of what God’s Word says, interpretation goes a
step further and helps you understand what it means.

Interpretation: Understand what the Bible means
*Remember that context rules all interpretation
*Scripture is the best interpreter of Scripture
When you understand what God is saying, it’s time to believe the truth and live by it!

Application: Apply the meaning of the text to my life

Know God deeply. Live differently. Be transformed.
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02 ASK THE “5W’S AND AN H”

The more you practice interrogating the text, the more the text will be
opened to you by the illuminating ministry of the Spirit. Below are some
suggestive questions, but remember to allow the text (and especially the
context) to guide your specific questions...

Who is speaking? To whom and/or about whom is he speaking? Who are the
main characters? Who is mentioned in the book (Why? What do we learn

about them?) (In the epistles ask) Who is writing (author)? Who receiving?

Where did (or will) this happen (Why? When?)? Where was this said/written
(whereis the author) (Why?)?

Why was this written (What purpose?)? Why is this said? Why is he there?

When is this written (When in Biblical history - where on the timeline? When in
the author's life)? When did/will this happen? When did he say/do it?

What is the author doing? What are the main events? What are the
circumstances? What is the historical/cultural setting (as determined from the

text)?What is the main subject of the chapter/book?

How will/did something happen? How is the truthillustrated?

As you study any passage of Scripture,
train yourself to constantly ask” Who?
What? When? Where? Why? How?
These questions are the building
blocks of precise observation, which is
essential for accurate interpretation.
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       As you study any passage of Scripture, train yourself to constantly ask” Who? What? When? Where? Why? How? These questions are the building blocks of precise observation, which is essential for accurate interpretation. The more you practice interrogating the text, the more the text will be opened to you by the illuminating ministry of the Spirit . Below are some suggestive questions, but remember to allow the text (and especially the context) to guide your specific questions ... Who is speaking? To whom and/or about whom is he speaking? Who are the main characters? Who is mentioned in the book (Why? What do we learn about them?) (In the epistles ask) Who is writing (author)? Who receiving? Where did (or will) this happen (Why? When?)? Where was this said/written (where is the author) (Why?)? Why was this written (What purpose?)? Why is this said? Why is he there? When is this written (When in Biblical history - where on the timeline? When in the author's life)? When did/will this happen? When did he say/do it? What is the author doing? What are the main events? What are the circumstances? What is the historical/cultural setting (as determined from the text)? What is the main subject of the chapter/book? How will/did something happen? How is the truth illustrated? 02 ASK THE “5W’S AND AN H ”
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EVERY TIME YOU IDENTIFY ONE OF THE OTHER OBSERVATION "CODE WORDS"-- CONTRAST, CONCLUSION
(AND TERMS OF EXPLANATION SUCH AS "FOR"), COMPARISON, CHRONOLOGY (TIME PHRASE), ETC. SHOULD
STIMULATE A 5W'S AND H" QUESTION

Do not panic if you cannot ask every 5W/H question.
And remember that these questions should be asked
not only when you encounter key words or key - @
phrases, but EVERY encounter with one of these "code @)W 1 WH
&

words" is an opportunity to hone (sharpen) your skills

of observation. Yes, it does take time and practice to ‘
~WHO__

WHEN )

train yourself to employ this "questioning mindset." @IY
(As an aside, questioning the text does not mean that
one questions the inerrancy, plenary inspiration or @HERE
authority of God's Holy Word!) As you train your eye to
observe the Scriptures (this training takes some time),
your enhanced ability to keenly observe and

intelligently interrogate will also make you a better
reader of everything you read for the rest of your life.
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PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE
AUTHOR AND RECIPIENT LIST
1THESSALONIANS 1

AUTHOR

Who is the author?
v1 PaulWhat is Paul doing? Who is he thankful for? When does he thank God?
v2 Thanks God always for all of them
V2 Prays for them
What is his relationship to Jesus? to God the Father?
v3 Jesus is his Lord
v3 God is his Father
What does Paul say about the Gospel?
(How did the Gospel come?)
V5 Came to the Thessalonians
In word (What does this mean?) - It was spoken
In power (What does this mean?) - Gospel has power
In the Holy Spirit
In full conviction (What does this mean?) - He was convinced of its saving power
What do we learn about Paul's witness?
V5 Proved what kind of men (life matched their "lips")
Where? - among them (the Thessalonians)
Why? - for their sake
What had Paul experienced as a result of the Gospel?
v6 Much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit
How effective was the sounding forth of the Thessalonians?
v8 No need for Paul to say anything

RECIPIENTS

Who are the recipients?
v1 Church of the Thessalonians Where are they geographically? spiritually?
v1 In Thessalonica and In God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
Why (for what?) does Paul commend the church at Thessalonica?
v2 They had a
... work of faith
... labor of love
... steadfastness of hope
Where was their hope?
V2 In the Lord Jesus Christ
What do we learn about who the Thessalonians are to God?
v4 Brethren (of Paul, Silas and Timothy)
Beloved (of Whom?) of God
Chosen
What was their response to the Gospel that came to them?
V6 Received the word
What happened when they received the Gospel? (the historical context)
v6 Much tribulation
How did the Thessalonians respond to the tribulation?
v6 With the joy of the Holy Spirit
What did they become as a result of experiencing joy in midst of tribulation?
v6 Imitators of Paul, et al, and the Lord
And what was the result of their becoming imitators?
v7 Became examples to all the believers at Macedonia and Achaia
How did they prove to be examples to the believers?
v8 Sounded forth the Word of the Lord in every place
How effective was their sounding forth?
v8 Paul had no need to say anything
What was reported back to Paul?
v9 Their reception
What else was reported to Paul?
v9 They turned to God and turned from idols
What was the result of turning to God?
v9-10 Serve the living God
Wait for His Jesus (Whom He raised from dead)
What would Jesus do for them?
v10 Save them from the wrath to come
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HOW TO DISCOVER A KEY WORD

| Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus ChristGrace to you and peace.
2\We always give thanks to God for all of youmaking mention of you in our prayers;

3 constantly keeping in mind yourwork of faith and labor oflove and perseverance of hopein our Lord Jesus
Christ in the presence ofour God and Father,

4 knowinﬁthers and sisters, beloved by God, His choice of you;

5for ourgospel did not come to you ionly, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and withfull
conviction; just as you knowwhat kind of men we proved to be amoWu for your sakes.

6You also becameimitators of us and of the Lordhaving received the word during great afflictionwith
the joy of the Holy Spirit,

750 that you became an example to all the believers itMacedonia andAchaia.

&Forthe word of the Lord hassounded forthfrom you, not only inMacedonia andAchaia, but in every
place the news ofyour faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say anything.

9 For they themselves report about usas to the kind ofreception we had with you, and how youturned to
God fromidols to servea living and true God,

10and to wait for His Son fromheaven, whom Heraised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues us

fromthe wrath to come.

Gospel but that specific word is only 1x
Synonym = word

Place this symol over the word (gospel/word) or
mark as you prefer (color/symbol)

v5, v6 (READ "received the word in much tribulation")

v8 (READ "for the word of the Lord has sounded
forth")

What about "word" in v5?
No because it refers to the SPOKEN WORD

It explains what? How the gospel came to
Thessalonica

If we took the word GOSPEL and its synonyms out of
the could we understand what brought about this
great change?

No it is essential, unlocks the text explaining how they
came to turning FROM idols to God and to serve Him
& wait for His Son.
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     Gospel but that specific word is only 1x Synonym = word Place this symbol over the word (gospel/word) or mark as you prefer (color/symbol) v5, v6 (READ "received the word in much tribulation") v8 (READ "for the word of the Lord has sounded forth") What about "word" in v5? No because it refers to the SPOKEN WORD It explains what? How the gospel came to Thessalonica If we took the word GOSPEL and its synonyms out of the could we understand what brought about this great change? No it is essential, unlocks the text explaining how they came to turning FROM idols to God and to serve Him & wait for His Son.     I Thessalonians 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3 constantly keeping in mind your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 4 knowing, brothers and sisters , beloved by God, His choice of you; 5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sakes. 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say anything. 9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is , Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come. HOW TO DISCOVER A KEY WORD            
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1 Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus,and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessaloniansin God the Fatherand the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;

3 constantly keeping in mind your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of hopein our Lord Jesus
Christin the presence of our God and Father,

“knowing, brothers and sisters, beloved by God, His choice of you;

5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full
conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be amongyou for your sakes.

5Youalso became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word during great affliction with
the joy of the Holy Spirit,

7 so thatyou became an example to all the believersin Macedonia and Achaia.

8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every
place the news of your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say anything.

9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how you turned to
God fromidols to serve a living and true God,

19and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues us

from the wrath to come.
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04 MAKE LISTS Making lists can be one of

the most enlightening things you do as you study.
Lists reveal truths and highlight important concepts.
It is also helpful to make a list of what you learn
about each key word or person you mark

Let's make a list on the GOSPEL:

What's the first thing we need to put down from the
list? The Gospel came (in word, power, etc) v5

What's the next thing we see in v6? The gospel was
received

What do we see about the gospel in v8? It was
sounded forth

| Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus ChrisGrace to you
and peace.

*We always give thanks to God for all of younaking mentionof youin our prayers;

3 constantly keeping in mind youwork of faith and labor oflove and perseverance of hopein
our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence obur God and Father,

4+knowing, brothers and sisters, beloved by God,His choice of you;

sfor our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit
and with full convictior; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for
your sakes.

6You also becameimitators of us and of the Lordhaving received the word during great
affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit

7so that you became an example to all the believers iMacedonia andAchaia.

8 For the word of the Lordhas sounded forthfrom youy, not only inMacedonia andAchaia,
but in every placethe news ofyour faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need
to say anything.

9 For they themselves report about uss to the kind ofreception we had with you, and how
youturned to Godfromidols to servea living and true God,

°and to wait for His Son fromheaven, whom Heraised from the dead,that is, Jesus

who rescues us fromthe wrath to come.

V5 did not come to you in word only, butalso in power and in
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction

v6 Thessalonians’ believers (church) having received the word
during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit

V8 word of the Lord has sounded forth

09 IDENTIFY CHAPTER THEMES. the So what is this chapter about? The Gospel
theme of a chapter will center on the main person, What have you just determined?

event, teaching, or subject of that section of

Scripture. Themes are often revealed by reviewing the The theme of 1Thessalonians 1 = The main thing that this

key words and lists you developed . Try to express the
theme as briefly as possible, using words found in the
text.

chapter is talking about is the Gospel. Write this theme on your
Observation Worksheet.
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                04 MAKE LISTS Making lists can be one of the most enlightening things you do as you study . Lists reveal truths and highlight important concepts . It is also helpful to make a list of what you learn about each key word or person you mark    Let's make a list on the GOSPEL: What's the first thing we need to put down from the list? The Gospel came (in word, power, etc ) v5 What's the next thing we see in v 6 ? The gospel was received What do we see about the gospel in v8? It was sounded forth I Thessalonians 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3 constantly keeping in mind your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 4 knowing, brothers and sisters , beloved by God, His choice of you; 5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit    and with full conviction ; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for  your sakes . 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word during great  affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit , 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you , not only in Macedonia and Achaia,  but in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say anything. 9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is , Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come.    GOSPEL V5 did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in   the Holy Spirit and with full conviction   v6 Thessalonians’ believers (church) having received the word  during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit V8 word of the Lord has sounded forth  So what is this chapter about? The Gospel What have you just determined? The theme of 1Thessalonians 1 = The main thing that this chapter is talking about is the Gospel. Write this theme on your Observation Worksheet.  09 IDENTIFY CHAPTER THEMES . The theme of a chapter will center on the main person, event, teaching, or subject of that section of Scripture . Themes are often revealed by reviewing the key words and lists you developed . Try to express the theme as briefly as possible, using words found in the text .
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The Recipients
W.1,2,3,45,6,7,89,10,

| Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and
peace.

2We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;

2 constantly keeping in mind your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father,

*Kknowing, brothers and sisters, beloved by God, His choice of you;

sfor our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your
sakes.

5You also became imitators of s and of the Lord, having received the word during great affliction
with the joy of the Holy Spirit,

750 that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.

#For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in
every place the news of your faith toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say
anything.

2For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how

You turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,

10and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues

us from the wrath to come.

<

LIST

the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; are sent grace
and peace

V2

in the prayers of Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy;
they are always mentioned giving God thanks for
them

v

In the presence of God their work of faith, labor
of love,, and perseverance of hope in Lord Jesus
Christis remembered

va

brothers, sisters, loved and chosen by God

vs

Gospel came to them in word, power, Holy Spirit
with full conviction; saw the lifestyle of Paul,
Silvanus, and Timothy (PST)

v6

Became imitators of PST and the Lord; received
the word during great affliction with the joy of
the Holy Spirit

v7

~
became an example to all the believers
in Macedonia and Achaia

v8

word of the Lord has sounded forth from you,
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every
place

v9

their reception is known; turned to
God from idols to serve a living and true God

vio

Waiting for his Son; will be delivered from wrath
to come

V5 the Word Came From Authors To
Recipients: In Word, in power, in the Holy
Spirit, with full conviction

Process:  Proclaimed
Received
Sounded Forth

circumstances
v6 Received the Word in much affliction
with jogin the Holy Spirit o

contrast

V8 sounded forth the word
proclaimed
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o5 WATCH FOR CONTRASTS AND

COMPARISONS. Contrasts and comparisons

use highly descriptive language to make it
easier to remember what you’ve learned.

Connective = in Grammar any word that connects phrases, clauses, etc

Contrasts indicate a change of direction in a passage, paragraph, book.
Contrasts depict things that are unlike or dissimilar — but, yet, etc

But is one of the most important words you’ll ever come across in your
study of Scripture. Whenever you see it, always stop and ask, what is the
contrast being made? (Howard Hendricks)

What should the word but encourage you to do?
Observe preceding text noting what “change of direction” author is taking

What 5W/H questions can you often ask when you see but? what, when, etc

This exercise will help establish the context.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus repeatedly states...

“You have heard that it was said ... but | say to you” (Matthew 5).
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    Connective = in Grammar any word that connects phrases, clauses, etc Observe preceding text noting what “change of direction” author is taking Contrasts indicate a change of direction in a passage, paragraph, book. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus repeatedly states… “You have heard that it was said … but I say to you” (Matthew 5). Contrasts depict things that are unlike or dissimilar – but, yet, etc But is one of the most important words you’ll ever come across in your study of Scripture . Whenever you see it, always stop and ask, what is the contrast being made? (Howard Hendricks) What should the word but encourage you to do? What 5W/H questions can you often ask when you see but ? what, when, etc This exercise will help establish the context.  05 WATCH FOR CONTRASTS AND COMPARISONS . Contrasts and comparisons use highly descriptive language to make it easier to remember what you’ve learned .
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08 MARK TERMS OF CONCLUSION.

Words such as “therefore,” “thus,” and “for
this reason” indicate that a conclusion or
summary is being made.

Always be alert for these important connecting words for they will
introduce an explanation or a conclusion and beg questions like “Why is
therefore, there for?”, “What is the author explaining?”’, etc

FOR
BECAUSE
THEREFORE
SO THAT ,
FOR THIS REASON what’s the connection ?
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          FOR BECAUSE THEREFORE SO THAT FOR THIS REASON Always be alert for these important connecting words for they will introduce an explanation or a conclusion and beg questions like “Why is therefore , there for?”, “What is the author explaining?”, etc     08 MARK TERMS OF CONCLUSION. Words such as “therefore,” “thus,” and “for this reason” indicate that a conclusion or summary is being made.


image24.png
CONNECTIVES:
CONCLUSION TERMS

Romans is full of therefores, as Paul works his way through a
tightly structured argument.

The Old Testament prophets use therefore extensively. Over
and over they state their case against the people, and then
cry, "Therefore, thus says the Lord."

What’s The “Therefore” There For’’?
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      CONNECTIVES: CONCLUSION TERMS Romans is full of therefores , as Paul works his way through a  tightly structured argument . The Old Testament prophets use therefore extensively . Over  and over they state their case against the people, and then cry, "Therefore, thus says the Lord . " What’s The “Therefore” There For”? 
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The person using the inductive study method observes Scripture for what are named "hinge words," so
that you begin to read the Bible more "actively"” than "passively." Helpful "hinge words" to facilitate
"active" (interactive) reading of the Bible include—

+»+ for/because (explanation)

+* so that/that (purpose/result)

+»+ therefore/for this reason (conclusion)

+* but (contrast)

Each "hinge word" provides an opportunity to
+»+ ask a question (to interact with the Scripture, e.g., "What is being contrasted?",etc),
«» which forces us to examine the context,
«»» which slows us down,
+»* which allows the Spirit to speak to us and illuminate the passage,
+»» which helps us retain or remember the Scripture (b/c we are forced to reread it)

+» in effect to practice meditating on the Scripture and receive the blessings inherent in
meditation (Ps 1:2-3, Josh 1:8).

All of these effects are the result of simply practicing the discipline of observing the "hinge words."

And there will be ample opportunity to hone this skill (e.g., there are over 9000 for's" and over 4000
"but's" in the Bible)!
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                  The person using the inductive study method observes Scripture for what are named "hinge words," so that you begin to read the Bible more "actively" than "passively." Helpful "hinge words" to facilitate "active" (interactive) reading of the Bible include –  for/because (explanation)  so that/that (purpose/result)  therefore/for this reason (conclusion)  but (contrast) Each "hinge word" provides an opportunity to  ask a question (to interact with the Scripture, e.g., "What is being contrasted?", etc ),  which forces us to examine the context,  which slows us down,  which allows the Spirit to speak to us and illuminate the passage,  which helps us retain or remember the Scripture (b/c we are forced to re - read it)  in effect to practice meditating on the Scripture and receive the blessings inherent in meditation (Ps 1:2 - 3, Josh 1:8). All of these effects are the result of simply practicing the discipline of observing the "hinge words." And there will be ample opportunity to hone this skill (e.g., there are over 9000 " for's " and over 4000 "but's" in the Bible)!         
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| Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers;

3 constantly keeping in mind (1)your work of faith and (2)labor of love and (3)perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in th e presence of our God and

Father,

+—— Term of Comparison

4knowing, brothers and sisters, beloved by God, His choice of you; >
Term of Explanation
FOR our gospel did not come to you |in word only, | BUT/also (1)in power and (2)in the Holy Spirit and(3) with full conviction;|just AS you know what kind of
men we proved to be among you for your sakes. * &

6You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Worq__during great affliction|with the joy of the Holy Spirit,

780 THATYou became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.

Term of Explanation
8 FORthe Word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, hot only in Macedonia and Achaia, BUT|in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone

RESULT

out, SO THATWwe have no need to say anything.

9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how you [turned to God from idols io ser ve a living and true God,

10 3nd to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come.
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                                                     I Thessalonians 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3 constantly keeping in mind (1)your work of faith and (2)labor of love and (3)perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in th e presence of our God and Father, 4 knowing, brothers and sisters , beloved by God, His choice of you; 5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also (1)in power and (2)in the Holy Spirit and(3) with full conviction; just as you know what kind of    men we proved to be among you for your sakes. 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in    Macedonia and    Achaia .          8 For the Word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone   out, so that we have no need to say anything.  9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to ser ve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is , Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come.  Contrast    Contrast    circumstances  heart’s reality          Contrast    Term of Explanatio n  Term of Comparison    RESULT  RESULT  Term of Explanatio n
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| Thessalonians TITLE THEME: The Gospel

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

2\We always give thanks to God for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; H A

3 constantly keeping in mind (1) your work of falii and (2)labor of love and (3)perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and

+—— Term of Comparison .

Contrast

BUT also (1)in power and (2)in the Holy Spirit and(3) with full conviction; just AS you know what kind of

men we proved t6 be among you for your sakes. . & .
”uring great affliction

6You also be€ame imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the vith the joy of the Holy Spirit,

’s0 THATYyou became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia,
. .@ Contrast n A

8 FORt d of the Lord has sounded forth from you, hot only in Macedonia and Achaia,||BUT in every place the news of your faith toward God has gong

out, SO THATwe have no need to say anything.
‘ ontrast ‘
serve a living and true God,

9For they themselis report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to

Y

103nd to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is, Jesus

w!o rescues us from the wrath to come.
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                                                                                I Thessalonians TITLE_________________________________ THEME: The Gospel 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy , To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you , making mention of you in our prayers; 3 constantly keeping in mind (1) your work of faith and (2)labor of love and (3)perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 4 knowing, brothers and sisters , beloved by God, His choice of you ; 5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also (1)in power and (2)in the Holy Spirit and(3) with full conviction; just as you know what kind of    men we proved to be among you for your sakes. 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the Word during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in    Macedonia and    Achaia .          8 For the Word of the Lord has sounded forth from you , not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone   out, so that we have no need to say anything.  9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you , and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is , Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come.                                        Contrast    Contrast        circumstances  heart’s reality          Contrast  Term of Result  Term of Result                              Term of Explanatio n   Term of Comparison  
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| Thessalonians

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the[ 1 church of the Thessalonians] 2
in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ]: Grace to you and peace.

*We always give thanks to God for all of
you, [ 3 making mentionof youin our
prayers];

3 constantly keeping in mind 4 yourwork
of faith and labor oflove

and perseverance of hopelin our Lord
Jesus Christ in the presence ofour God
and Father,

4knowing, brothers and sisters, beloved
by God,[ 5 His choice of you];

sfor our[ 6 gospel did not come to you in
word only, but alsoin power and in the
Holy Spirit and withfull conviction;Jjust
as you knowwhat kind of men we proved
to be among you for your sakes.

6You also becameimitators of us and of
the Lord, having[ 7 receivedthe word
during great affliction with thejoy of the
Holy Spirit}

7so that you became an example to all
the believers inMacedonia andAchaia.

8 For the word of the Lord hassounded
forth from you, not only ifViacedonia
and Achaia, but [ 8 in every placethe
news ofyour faith toward God has gone
out], so that we have no need to say
anything.

9 For they themselves report about uss
to the kind ofreception we had with you,
and [ 9 how youturned to Godfromidols
to servea living and true God],

©and[ 10 to wait for His Son
fromheaven], whom] [ 11 Heraised from
the dead], that is, [ 12 Jesus whorescues
us fromthe wrath to come].

the church of the Thessalonians

Ecclesiology: The Doctrine of the

Next Level of Decomposition

The True Church:A Congregation of True Believers

Church
2 In God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ Soteriology: The Doctrine of The Perseverance of the SaintsBelievers Are
T Salvation Objects of Divine Preservation
3 making mentioning you in our prayers Soteriology: The Doctrine of Prayer
Salvation
your work of faith and labor of love and Soteriology: The Doctrine of Concerning Faith
4 perseverance of hope Salvation The Life of Faith According to the PromisesThe
Need to be Exercised in Order To Grow in
Grace....Sanctification
5 His choice of you Soteriology: The Doctrine of The External Call: Not Extended To All Men
Salvation
Theology: The Doctrine of God Eternal Predestination
6 Soteriology: The Doctrine of Spiritual Growth
Salvation The Internal Call: a work of God’s grace
received the word during great affliction with Soteriology: The Doctrine of Spiritual Joy: The Nature of Spiritual Joy
the joy of the Holy Spirit Salvation
7
in every placethe news ofyour faith toward God Soteriology: The Doctrine of The Profession of Christ and His Truth: The
8 has gone out Salvation Qualities of an Unwavering Witness of the Truth
how youturned to Godfromidols to servea Soteriology: The Doctrine of Distinguishing Marks of Saving Faith
9 living and true God Salvation
to wait for His Son fromheaven Eschatology: The Doctrine of Use Their Bodies to the Glory of God
10 Last Things
He raised from the dead Christology: The Doctrine The State of Christ’s Exaltation
1 of Christ
Jesus whorescues us fromthe wrath to come Eschatology: The Doctrine of Last [ Concerning the Last Judgment and the End of the
1 Things World:
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              I Thessalonians 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the [ 1 church of the Thessalonians] [ 2 in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ]: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you, [ 3 making mention of you in our prayers] ; 3 constantly keeping in mind [ 4 your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of hope] in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 4 knowing, brothers and sisters , beloved by God, [ 5 His choice of you]; 5 for our [ 6 gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;] just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sakes. 6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having [ 7 received the word during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit] , 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but [ 8 in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone out], so that we have no need to say anything. 9 For they themselves report about us as to the kind of reception we had with you, and [ 9 how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God], 10 and [ 10 to wait for His Son from heaven], whom ] [ 11 He raised from the dead] , that is , [ 12 Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come].                                                                                                                                                  Next Level of Decomposition  Doctrine  Word/phrase # The True Church: A Congregation of True Believers Ecclesiology: The Doctrine of the Church the church of the Thessalonians 1 The Perseverance of the Saints: Believers Are Objects of Divine Preservation Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation In God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ  2 Prayer Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation making mentioning you in our prayers 3 Concerning Faith The Life of Faith According to the Promises: The Need to be Exercised in Order To Grow in Grace….Sanctification Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation your work of faith and labor of love and perseverance of hope 4 The External Call: Not Extended To All Men Eternal Predestination Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation Theology: The Doctrine of God His choice of you 5 Spiritual Growth The Internal Call : a work of God’s grace Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction 6 Spiritual Joy: The Nature of Spiritual Joy Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation received the word during great affliction with the joy of the Holy Spirit 7 The Profession of Christ and His Truth: The Qualities of an Unwavering Witness of the Truth Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation in every place the news of your faith toward God has gone out 8 Distinguishing Marks of Saving Faith Soteriology: The Doctrine of Salvation how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God 9 Use Their Bodies to the Glory of God Eschatology: The Doctrine of Last Things to wait for His Son from heaven 10 The State of Christ’s Exaltation Christology: The Doctrine of Christ He raised from the dead 11 Concerning the Last Judgment and the End of the World: Eschatology: The Doctrine of Last Things Jesus who rescues us from the wrath to come 12
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//
DEFINITIONS, VERB TENSES - KNOWING THEM SOMETIMES REALLY MAKES A DIFFERENCE! o \
IMPORTANCE OF CONTEXT -

/AN
WHEN PERFORMING WORD STUDIES \!

/[ @

Remember that when you are doing Greek Word studies (similar warning applies to
Hebrew), many Greek words have more than one meaning as determined by the
context. A word can only mean one thing at a time so we must make every effort to
determine the writer's single intended meaning. You, the diligent student @ needs to
be cautious when looking up definitions of a specific word in Greek lexicons and using
the definition to amplify or interpret the meaning of that word in a specific verse. If the
definition you choose makes the verse more difficult to understand, then you have
probably chosen a definition that is not "compatible with" the context of the verse you
are studying.
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           DEFINITIONS, VERB TENSES – KNOWING THEM SOMETIMES REALLY MAKES A DIFFERENCE! IMPORTANCE OF CONTEXT WHEN PERFORMING WORD STUDIES Remember that when you are doing Greek Word studies (similar warning applies to Hebrew), many Greek words have more than one meaning as determined by the context . A word can only mean one thing at a time so we must make every effort to determine the writer's single intended meaning . You, the diligent student ,needs to be cautious when looking up definitions of a specific word in Greek lexicons and using the definition to amplify or interpret the meaning of that word in a specific verse . If the definition you choose makes the verse more difficult to understand, then you have probably chosen a definition that is not "compatible with" the context of the verse you are studying .    
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THOUGHT - “just as you know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake..." Does my daily
conduct at home, work, school give others an

indisputable glimpse into the transforming power of the
Gospel of God's grace?

THOUGHT - Do |
have any worthless
idols that | am
hiding in your heart?
If I do then | must
turn to God and
confess them one
by one so that by
His grace and power
| am enabled to turn
away from them (to
repent)?

THOUGHT - Who
am | looking for
today? Remember
Jesus could come
back today! Am |
ready to meet Him
in the clouds?

v.7 “You became an example” - It is worth noting that the only
church Paul ever called an example was the church at
Thessalonica, for he felt it gave a pattern for what churches
ought to be both in spiritual growth and ministry. What was
their example? They had a work of faith, a labor of love and a
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ and manifested
joy in the midst of tribulation which undoubtedly was a source
of great encouragement to other believers, for often the most
powerful testimony of an individual believer or church is during
times of trial, pain, and persecution.

THOUGHT - How does my church compare to their example?
What needs to change to emulate their example?
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                THOUGHT – “just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake…” Does my daily conduct at home, work, school give others an indisputable glimpse into the transforming power of the Gospel of God's grace?  v.7 “ You became an example” - It is worth noting that the only church Paul ever called an example was the church at Thessalonica, for he felt it gave a pattern for what churches ought to be both in spiritual growth and ministry. What was their example? They had a work of faith, a labor of love and a steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ and manifested joy in the midst of tribulation which undoubtedly was a source of great encouragement to other believers, for often the most powerful testimony of an individual believer or church is during times of trial, pain, and persecution. THOUGHT - How does my church compare to their example? What needs to change to emulate their example?  THOUGHT - Do I have any worthless idols that I am hiding in your heart? If I do then I must turn to God and confess them one by one so that by His grace and power I am enabled to turn away from them (to repent)?  THOUGHT - Who am I looking for today? Remember Jesus could come back today! Am I ready to meet Him in the clouds?      
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OBSERVATION,

interpretation, and application
lead to transformation. This is
the goal of our study of the
Word of God. Through it we are
changed from glory to glory
into the image of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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                                   OBSERVATION ,    interpretation , and    application lead to transformation . This is  the goal of our study of the Word of God. Through it we are changed from glory to glory into the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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IN HIS WORD, He shows me His eyes, able to
see me in my valleys and on my mountaintops. |
find powerful arms, capable of holding me secure in
the fiercest of spiritual storms and as gentle to the
touch as the breeze upon my face. | see a smile
that welcomes me to green pastures, and to the
shadows, and makes all grace abound toward me,
fingers that knitted me together in my mother’s
womb, and hands that provide me discipline,
provision, power and protection through
circumstances seen and unseen. His ears hear my
laments and my shouts of praise that are silent to
others, and He is always bent in my direction to
listen to me. His nose inhales the savor of my
sacrifices. He loves me with a heart whose desire is
toward me.
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AND DO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD, BUT BE TRANSFORMED

BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND Ro.2:2
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                                                                                       AND DO NOT BE CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD, BUT BE TRANSFORMED BY THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND Ro.2:2
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Setting The Scene and Context. 


 


Beloved Brothers and Sisters, we are coming quickly to an end of our 


time together and there is still so much I have in the overflow of my heart to share with you.  I pray in these last 


two weeks I can tie up some loose ends as well as give you some thoug


hts to “chew” on for a season.   In these 


last two weeks I will introduce studying the Bible inductively to the class.  There are many ways to study the 


Bible, and there are more study aids available today then anytime in the history of Christianity.  But 


the most 


important thing you must remember is that you need to study it in a way that you will discover what it says, 


what it means, and how you apply it to your life.  


 


 


As a student formally instructed in the Inductive Method back in the dark ages, I can agree with what my 


instructor and their literature shared at the beginning of the class, “If you will study inductively, the benefits 


will be beyond anything you have eve


r hoped could happen in your own personal understanding of the Word 


of God.  As a result of incorporating the principles of Inductive Bible Study, you will


 


§


 


Be equipped to study God’s Word on your own


 


§


 


Be independent of relying only on another’s interpretation


 


§


 


Increase your knowledge of God and His ways


 


§


 


Be greatly strengthened in your personal faith


 


§


 


Recognize the authority of the inerrant Word of God in your daily walk


 


§


 


Become increasing aware of all that it means to be in Christ”


 


 


In the opening pages of Pete De Lacy’s, David’s and Kay Authur’s book intitled, 


How To Study Your Bible


, we 


read these words, “If you long to know God, if you yearn for a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ, 


if you want to live the Christian life faithfully and know what God requires of you, you must do more than merely 


read the Bible and study 


what someone else has said about it. You must interact with God’s Word personally, 


absorbing its message and letting God engrave His truth on your heart 


and mind and life. That is the very heart 


of inductive study: seeing truth for yourself, discerning what it means, and applying that truth to your life.”  A 


constant thread I’ve pulled through these five lessons we shared together is that our Heavenly Fath


er wants 


to bring us into intimacy with Himself.  But, unless we choose to hear His voice through His Word by reading it 


ourselves to find out what the Word says, what It means and how we apply It to transform our lives into the 


image of Christ, that will 


not occur.  One of the ways to do this is through the inductive study process.  Simply 


stated, “Inductive Bible study draws you into personal interaction with the Scripture and thus with the God of 


the Scriptures so that your beliefs are based on a prayerf


ul understanding and legitimate interpretation of 


Scripture


—


truth that transforms you when you live by it”.   
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Setting The Scene and Context.    Beloved Brothers and Sisters, we are coming quickly to an end of our  time together and there is still so much I have in the overflow of my heart to share with you.  I pray in these last  two weeks I can tie up some loose ends as well as give you some thoug hts to “chew” on for a season.   In these  last two weeks I will introduce studying the Bible inductively to the class.  There are many ways to study the  Bible, and there are more study aids available today then anytime in the history of Christianity.  But  the most  important thing you must remember is that you need to study it in a way that you will discover what it says,  what it means, and how you apply it to your life.       As a student formally instructed in the Inductive Method back in the dark ages, I can agree with what my  instructor and their literature shared at the beginning of the class, “If you will study inductively, the benefits  will be beyond anything you have eve r hoped could happen in your own personal understanding of the Word  of God.  As a result of incorporating the principles of Inductive Bible Study, you will      Be equipped to study God’s Word on your own      Be independent of relying only on another’s interpretation      Increase your knowledge of God and His ways      Be greatly strengthened in your personal faith      Recognize the authority of the inerrant Word of God in your daily walk      Become increasing aware of all that it means to be in Christ”     In the opening pages of Pete De Lacy’s, David’s and Kay Authur’s book intitled,  How To Study Your Bible , we  read these words, “If you long to know God, if you yearn for a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus Christ,  if you want to live the Christian life faithfully and know what God requires of you, you must do more than merely  read the Bible and study  what someone else has said about it. You must interact with God’s Word personally,  absorbing its message and letting God engrave His truth on your heart  and mind and life. That is the very heart  of inductive study: seeing truth for yourself, discerning what it means, and applying that truth to your life.”  A  constant thread I’ve pulled through these five lessons we shared together is that our Heavenly Fath er wants  to bring us into intimacy with Himself.  But, unless we choose to hear His voice through His Word by reading it  ourselves to find out what the Word says, what It means and how we apply It to transform our lives into the  image of Christ, that will  not occur.  One of the ways to do this is through the inductive study process.  Simply  stated, “Inductive Bible study draws you into personal interaction with the Scripture and thus with the God of  the Scriptures so that your beliefs are based on a prayerf ul understanding and legitimate interpretation of  Scripture — truth that transforms you when you live by it”.        Teaching Period Goal s   and Outline  for classes 11 and 12     Inductive Bible Study Overview  (CLS 11)   Preparation For I Thess. Observation Worksheet  Completion (CLS 11)   Practical Exercise:  Completing I Thess. OWS (CLS 12)     Final Exhortations and Encouragements (CLS 12)     Goal:    That God might grant you a vision of what He can do in your life through inductive Bible study  connected to meditation with a resulting godliness and conformation into the image of our Lord.  
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